Livelink or Attendance Framework for London & South East Magistrates’

Courts (Crime)
Notes:
(1) This document is not guidance. It reflects the usual practice in Magistrates’ Courts in London
and the South East in July 2020. It is intended to assist in guiding expectations about how
different types of hearings in the Magistrates’ Court may be conducted.
(2) Whether to make a live link direction (“LL”) in any case is always a matter for the DJ(MC) or lay
bench hearing the case, applying statutory criteria.

Key

i Attendance is the default. The court will normally expect attendance in
person at the court hearing. Any application for live links should be made in
advance of the hearing and be based on statutory criteria. The noted
exceptions apply.

Attendance is welcomed, as this often supports swift conclusion of cases on
the day, but live link is the default expectation and parties may make an
application at the hearing. The noted conditions and exceptions apply.
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