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A GUIDE TO THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE RULES 2015 (S.I. 2015/1490) 
 
Where to find the new Rules 

The Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 are at this address: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/1490/contents/made 

When the Rules come into force, they will appear at this address, too: 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/criminal/rulesmenu 

 
 
What the new Rules are for 

The Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 replace the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014, the Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Rules 2015 and the Criminal Procedure (Amendment No. 2) Rules 
2015. 

The new Rules: 

(a) rearrange the Criminal Procedure Rules, so as to restore the arrangement of the 
first Criminal Procedure Rules and so as to meet the requirements of the Parliamentary 
Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments. At the end of this Guide there are tables 
that show how these 2015 Rules correspond with the 2014 Rules. 

(b) include new rules about— 

 the duty of the parties to criminal proceedings, in Part 3 of the Rules 

 pre-trial hearings in the Crown Court, also in Part 3 

 bail conditions that will be supervised in another European Union member 
State, and the supervision in England and Wales of bail conditions imposed in 
another EU State, in Part 14 of the Rules 

 time limits for objecting to written witness statements (in Part 16), and the 
circumstances in which written witness statements must be read aloud (in Parts 
24 and 25) 

 the procedure to follow where there are statutory restrictions on the cross-
examination of a witness by an unrepresented defendant, in Part 23 

 directions to the jury in a Crown Court trial, in Part 25 

 retrial after acquittal, in Part 27 

 the procedure to follow where a defendant faces obligatory disqualification from 
driving, or the obligatory endorsement of his or her driving record, in Part 29 

 the procedure for making and enforcing European protection orders, in Part 31 

 representatives, and changes of representative, in Part 46 

 forfeiture, restraint and confiscation orders made on requests by authorities in 
other European Union member States, in Part 49. 

(c) make changes to the rules about— 

 the overriding objective (Part 1) 

 the definitions of terms, and references to the Rules (Part 2) 

 service of documents (Part 4) 

 making applications and giving notices by electronic means (Part 5) 

 initial details of the prosecution case (Part 8) 

 directions for live links for witnesses (Part 18) 

 expert evidence (Part 19) 

 information for jurors (Part 26) 

 applications to remit fines and charges (Part 30) 

 behaviour orders (Part 31) 

 confiscation of crime proceeds, and related proceedings (Part 33), and appeal 
in confiscation proceedings (Part 42). 

(d) include up to date references to other legislation, and make amendments needed 
because of the other changes listed above. 

Otherwise, this restatement of the Criminal Procedure Rules repeats the existing rules. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/1490/contents/made
http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/criminal/rulesmenu
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When the new rules come into force 

The new Rules come into force on Monday 5 October 2015. To make the transition from the 
Criminal Procedure Rules 2014, new rule 2.1(3) preserves any right or duty which exists 
under those rules at that date. 
 
 
What is in the new Rules 

Consolidating existing rules 
When the Rule Committee made the Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, it announced that after 
5 years it would make a legislative consolidation of those Rules with any subsequent 
amendments, and it did so in the Criminal Procedure Rules 2010. The Committee consulted 
on the possibility of continuing to consolidate and restate the Rules at regular intervals, and 
decided to do so in each subsequent year. 
 
Rearranging the Rules 
In the 10 years since the Rule Committee made the Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, 
changes to them have left the Rules with some empty Parts, and some Parts in the wrong 
place. This year, on the tenth anniversary of the first Rules, the Rule Committee has 
rearranged them to remove the empty Parts and to restore the sequence of rules they 
originally intended. See the tables at the end of this Guide, which show how these Rules 
correspond with the 2014 Rules 
 
Criminal Procedure Rules: no longer ‘new’ 
Rule 1.1 (The overriding objective) now omits the description of the Criminal Procedure 
Rules as ‘new’. The Rules now being 10 years old, the Rule Committee decided that that 
description was no longer appropriate. 
 
How to refer to the Criminal Procedure Rules 
Rule 2.3 (References to legislation, including these Rules) now provides for a standard way 
of referring to the Criminal Procedure Rules (‘CrimPR’) in the criminal courts. 
 
Until now there has been no established convention on abbreviated references to the 
Criminal Procedure Rules, with the result that they often are cited as the ‘CPR’, as are the 
Civil Procedure Rules. From the context, it is usually clear which rules are meant, but to 
avoid the risk of confusion, and to promote consistency of practice, the Rule Committee 
decided to include a rule dealing with the subject. It is not possible for the Criminal Procedure 
Rules to change the Parliamentary convention by which a statutory instrument must provide 
for its citation by reference to its title, which must include the year in which it is made, and the 
Rules do not do so. However, the Rule Committee decided that it would help for rules 
governing the practice and procedure of the criminal courts to provide for a standard and 
convenient way of referring to them. 
 
Case management: communication between the parties 
Rule 3.3 (The duty of the parties) now imposes on the parties to every case an explicit duty 
to communicate with each other so as to find out whether the defendant is likely to plead 
guilty or not guilty; what is agreed and what is likely to be disputed; what information, or other 
material, is required by one party of another, and why; and what is to be done, by whom, and 
when. 
 
In his Review of Efficiency in Criminal Proceedings published on 23 January 2015, Sir Brian 
Leveson, the President of the Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court, at paragraphs 33 to 
34 recommended that “the Criminal Procedure Rules should place a duty of direct 
engagement between identified representatives who have case ownership responsibilities … 
The Criminal Procedure Rules need to make clear that the parties are under a duty to 
engage at the first available opportunity”. The Rule Committee has given effect to Sir Brian’s 
recommendation by this amendment. 
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Case management: preparation for Crown Court trial 
Rule 3.13 (Pre-trial hearings: general rules) now requires a plea and trial preparation hearing 
in the Crown Court. Rules 3.19 (Defence trial advocate) and 3.26 (Use of Welsh language at 
trial) are amended as a result, to refer to that new hearing. 
 
The Senior Presiding Judge, the Chief Magistrate and others, with Her Majesty’s Courts and 
Tribunals Service and the Ministry of Justice, have introduced in magistrates’ courts and in 
the Crown Court new arrangements for the handling of criminal cases under which 
prosecutors are asked to distinguish between cases in which the defendant is thought likely 
to plead guilty and cases in which that is not thought likely. Case listing arrangements then 
can be made that make more efficient use of the court time available. Under the new 
arrangements a single pre-trial hearing in the Crown Court, instead of two or more, will be 
sufficient in many cases. That hearing will take place earlier than the present main pre-trial 
hearing (presently known as the plea and case management hearing). The new hearing will 
be known as the plea and trial preparation hearing. 
 
These new arrangements are described in a practice direction given by the Lord Chief 
Justice on 16 July 2015, which sets out the details of when a plea and trial preparation 
hearing should take place; what the court will expect of the parties at that hearing; and in 
what circumstances a further case management hearing should be arranged. The practice 
direction is at this address: https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/publications/criminal-practice-
directions-amendment-no-4/. The Committee has changed rule 3.13 to support these new 
arrangements. 
 
Service of documents 
Amendments to the rules in Part 4 (Service of documents) make new provision about service 
by electronic means; remove the restrictions that have applied until now on serving some 
documents by methods other than post or personal delivery; and make new provision about 
service of documents on parties’ legal representatives and advocates. 
 
Rule 4.6 (Service by electronic means) now allows for electronic service not only by sending 
a document to the recipient, for example by email, but also by depositing a document at a 
website address to which the recipient can gain access, for example by using a password 
that she or he has been given. The Rule Committee was told that arrangements for website 
service are likely to be introduced soon by Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service and 
the Crown Prosecution Service. The purpose of those arrangements will be to allow for 
improved electronic case management by the courts, in which prosecuting authorities and 
defendants, or their representatives, will be able to take part online. At the request of Her 
Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service, the Committee has amended the rule in preparation 
for these new arrangements. For the same reason, rule 4.11 (Date of service) now allows for 
electronic service to have effect on the same business day that a document is sent or 
deposited, as long as that takes place by 2.30pm (to give the recipient adequate time within 
which to take account of the document before the next day); and rule 4.13 (Court’s power to 
give directions about service) is amended in consequence. 
 
Consequent also on the changes described above, and for the same reasons, so as to allow 
for electronic service in as many circumstances as possible rule 4.7 (Documents that must 
be served by specified methods) now requires service of a document by handing it over only 
if the document is a notice alleging contempt of court (because failure to respond to such a 
notice may result in the alleged contemnor’s punishment), and now requires service by post 
only where that is required by the road traffic legislation that the rule supplements. 
Otherwise, if service by other means, for example by electronic means, is possible (the 
person serving the document would have to have a correct electronic address for the 
recipient), then that will be permitted by the Criminal Procedure Rules. 
 

https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/publications/criminal-practice-directions-amendment-no-4/
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/publications/criminal-practice-directions-amendment-no-4/
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Consequent, too, on the changes described above, and to accommodate the changes made 
by the new rules in Part 46 (Representatives) which are described beneath, rule 4.3 (Service 
by handing over a document) is amended and new rule 4.10 (Documents that may not be 
served on a legal representative) is added. These changes allow for service of documents on 
an advocate at court, which otherwise would not be valid service under the Rules. And they 
list the documents that cannot validly be served on a person’s legal representative or 
advocate only, without also serving them on that person him or herself (because each of the 
listed documents is one that ought to be brought to the recipient’s personal attention, not via 
a lawyer). 
 
Applications and notices by electronic means 
Rule 5.1 (Applications, etc. by forms or electronic means) now allows for applications and 
notices, and for other information needed by the court, to be submitted by electronic means 
where arrangements have been made for that to be done. 
 
This change, too, is in preparation for the introduction of the new electronic case 
management arrangements described above. When those arrangements become available, 
the new rule will require the parties to use them and to supply information online. Until then, 
the various prescribed forms still must be used (and still can be served electronically, by 
email, as before). 
 
Reporting restrictions 
Recently, new statutory reporting restrictions have been created, under the Youth Justice 
and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 (as amended) and under the Female Genital Mutilation Act 
2003 (as amended). To provide for applications under the new section 45A of the 1999 Act 
(lifetime restriction against identifying a witness or victim under 18), rule 6.4 (Reporting and 
access restrictions) has been amended. (Rule 6.5 (Varying or removing restrictions) already 
applies to any application to lift a reporting restriction without needing amendment.) 
 
Initial details of the prosecution case 
Rule 8.1 (Initial details of the prosecution case; When this Part applies) is amended so that 
the rules in Part 8 now will apply in all cases as they begin in a magistrates’ court, 
irrespective of the type of offence. Rule 8.3 (Content of initial details) now distinguishes 
between (i) cases in which the defendant has been detained after being charged, and (ii) 
cases in which the defendant has been released on bail after being charged, to attend court 
at a later date. 
 
As part of the new case management arrangements described above, the Senior Presiding 
Judge and the Chief Magistrate have agreed with the prosecuting authorities that, at the 
beginning of the case, more information will be provided in a case in which the prosecutor 
does not expect the defendant to plead guilty than in a case in which a guilty plea is 
expected; and they have agreed on the types of information to be supplied in all cases, so as 
to give the defendant sufficient relevant information about the prosecution case, at the 
earliest possible opportunity. At the request of the Senior Presiding Judge and the Chief 
Magistrate, the Rule Committee agreed to amend the rules to support these new 
arrangements. 
 
European supervision orders 
The European Union Framework Decision to which Part 7 of the Criminal Justice and Data 
Protection (Protocol No. 36) Regulations 2014 gives effect in England and Wales allows one 
European Union member State to monitor a defendant’s compliance with bail conditions 
imposed in another EU State. New rules 14.16 (Bail condition to be enforced in another EU 
member State) and 14.17 (Enforcement of measure imposed in another EU member State) 
supply the necessary procedure for the criminal courts, and there are consequential 
amendments to rule 14.1 (Bail and custody time limits; When this Part applies) and to the 
notes to rule 14.2 (Exercise of court’s powers to which this Part applies) and at the end of 
Part 14. There are consequential amendments, too, to rule 39.8 (Appeal to the Court of 
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Appeal about conviction or sentence; Application for bail pending appeal of retrial), which 
governs procedure in the Court of Appeal. 
 
Written witness statements: time limits for objections and reading material aloud 
Rule 16.4 (Written witness statement in evidence) now sets the time limits for objecting to 
written witness statements served by another party for use in evidence under section 9 of the 
Criminal Justice Act 1967. Rule 24.5 (Trial and sentence in a magistrates’ court; Evidence of 
a witness in writing), rule 24.15 (Trial and sentence in a magistrates’ court; Duty of justices’ 
legal adviser) and rule 25.12 (Trial and sentence in the Crown Court; Evidence of a witness 
in writing) all are amended to provide for the circumstances in which written witness 
statements and, in the case of written guilty pleas in magistrates’ courts, other written 
material, too, must be read aloud in the courtroom. 
 
Under section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 1967, a written witness statement can be used in 
evidence in criminal proceedings instead of the witness giving the evidence orally, as long as 
various procedural and other conditions and requirements are met. One condition is that the 
party who wants to rely on the written statement must have served it on the other parties in 
advance, and that no-one has objected within the statutory time limit. Until now, the time limit 
for objection has been 7 days, regardless of the circumstances. Until now, one requirement 
has been that the written statement must be read aloud at the trial, regardless of whether 
anyone is present who does not already have a copy of the statement. Under section 12 of 
the Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 a defendant can plead guilty in writing, without attending 
court, where (i) the offence alleged can only be tried in a magistrates’ court (and so is not 
one serious enough to be sent to the Crown Court for trial), and (ii) documents setting out the 
facts of the offence, and explaining the procedure, have been sent to the defendant by the 
prosecutor. Like section 9 of the 1967 Act, until now section 12 of the 1980 Act has required 
that the written material must be read aloud to the court, even if the members of the court 
have copies and no-one else is present. Section 80 of the Deregulation Act 2015 amends 
section 9 of the 1967 Act, to remove the inflexible 7 day statutory time limit for objecting and 
to allow the Criminal Procedure Rules to set the time limit instead; to remove the inflexible 
statutory requirement for reading aloud; and to remove from the 1967 Act other purely 
procedural requirements that are already in the Criminal Procedure Rules anyway. Section 
81 of the Deregulation Act 2015 amends section 12 of the 1980 Act to remove the inflexible 
statutory requirement for reading aloud. The result is that the Rules now can set time limits 
for objecting to the use of written witness statements that do away with any need for ‘holding’ 
objections, later withdrawn, which need not have been made in the first place and which may 
bring witnesses to court in person unnecessarily; and the Rules now can prescribe 
circumstances in which written statements and other written material need not be read aloud. 
 
In the exercise of these new powers, the Rule Committee has prescribed what Committee 
members regard as practicable and fair time limits, and ones that can be adjusted by the 
court to meet the circumstances of an individual case. In addition, the Committee has 
prescribed the circumstances in which written witness statements and other written material 
must be read aloud, namely whenever any member of the public, including any reporter, is 
present to hear, but not otherwise (because the prosecutor and the defendant, if they are 
present, will have copies anyway). 
 
Expert evidence 
Rule 19.2 (Expert evidence; Expert’s duty to the court) now requires an expert witness, as 
part of her or his duty to the court, to help the court in some of the same ways as a party to 
the case, by complying with directions (for example, as to the time by when a report must be 
served), and by warning the court of any significant failure to act as required by a direction 
(for example, by warning of substantial delay in the preparation of a report). 
 
In response to observations by the Court of Appeal in its judgment in R v Reynolds, 
R v Rosser [2014] EWCA Crim 2205, and in response to reports by Rule Committee 
members of increasing difficulties in obtaining expert reports within the same times as 
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before, the Committee agreed that an expert’s implicit duty to the court to give a realistic 
estimate of the time within which expert evidence can be prepared, and to adhere to that 
estimate, should be made explicit. 
 
Restriction on cross-examination by a defendant 
The rules in Part 23 (Restriction on cross-examination by a defendant) replace the rules in 
Part 31 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014 in order to supplement Chapter II of the Youth 
Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 (Protection of Witnesses from Cross-Examination by 
Accused in Person). 
 
The current rules were adopted in the first Criminal Procedure Rules from the Crown Court 
Rules 1982 and since have remained substantially unchanged. Although the statutory 
provisions which the current rules supplement have features in common with other measures 
introduced by the 1999 Act to assist vulnerable witnesses to give their best evidence, until 
now the procedure for which the current rules provide has not been aligned with the rules 
that supplement those other provisions (now in Part 18 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 
2015: Measures to assist a witness or defendant to give evidence). The Rule Committee 
decided to take this opportunity to revise the rules and bring them into alignment with those 
other rules. In revising them, the Committee took account, in particular, of observations by 
Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service, by magistrates’ legal advisers and by the Crown 
Prosecution Service about best practice in the making of applications and in the appointment 
by the court of representatives for the purpose of cross-examination. 
 
Directions to the jury 
Rule 25.14 (Trial and sentence in the Crown Court; Directions to the jury and taking the 
verdict) now requires the judge at a jury trial (i) to give the jury directions about the law at any 
time at which that will help the jurors to evaluate the evidence that they hear, and (ii) when 
summing up the evidence for them, to do so only to such extent as is directly relevant and 
necessary. 
 
Sir Brian Leveson’s Review of Efficiency in Criminal Proceedings, which is mentioned above, 
at paragraphs 306 and 310 recommended that, “When appropriate, a Judge should be 
prepared to provide such directions as will assist the jury to evaluate the evidence either after 
the opening or prior to it being given. Directions on the approach to identification evidence 
provide one example. … The Judge should remind the jury of the salient issues in the case 
and (save in the simplest of cases) the nature of the evidence relevant to each issue. This 
need be only in summary form to bring the detail back to the minds of the jury, including a 
balanced account of the issues raised by the defence. It is not necessary to recount all 
relevant evidence.” The Rule Committee has given effect to Sir Brian’s recommendations by 
these amendments. 
 
Misconduct by a juror 
Rule 26.3 (Provision of information for jurors) is amended in consequence of the creation by 
the Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015 of new offences that a juror may commit. Rule 26.5 
(Surrender of electronic communication devices by jurors) is added to supplement the new 
power which that Act creates for the court to order the temporary confiscation of jurors’ 
mobile telephones and similar devices. 
 
Retrial after acquittal 
The rules in Part 27 (Retrial after acquittal) replace the rules in Parts 40 and 41 of the 
Criminal Procedure Rules 2014. 
 
The rules deal with two separate statutory powers. The first, under the Criminal Procedure 
and Investigations Act 1996, allows the High Court to quash an acquittal and order a retrial 
where it appears likely that the acquitted defendant would not have been acquitted but for 
‘interference with or intimidation of a juror or witness (or potential witness) in any 
proceedings which led to the acquittal’, and where retrial would not be contrary to the 
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interests of justice. It applies to any acquittal in the Crown Court or a magistrates’ court. The 
second, under the Criminal Justice Act 2003, allows the Court of Appeal to quash an 
acquittal, in England and Wales, or to declare that an acquittal outside the United Kingdom 
either is no bar to a trial in England and Wales or, if it is, that a trial may proceed 
nonetheless, where there is ‘new and compelling evidence’ and where retrial is in the 
interests of justice. This second provision applies only to acquittals and retrials in the Crown 
Court, and only where the offence concerned is one of those serious crimes listed in the 
2003 Act. An application to the Court of Appeal can be made only under the personal 
authority of the Director of Public Prosecutions. The current rules have remained unchanged 
since their adoption in the first Criminal Procedure Rules from the Crown Court (Criminal 
Procedure and Investigations Act 1996) (Tainted Acquittals) Rules 1997 and from the 
Criminal Justice Act 2003 (Retrial for Serious Offences) Rules 2004. 
 
The Rule Committee decided to take this opportunity to revise and simplify the rules. In 
revising them, the Committee took account, in particular, of observations by Her Majesty’s 
Courts and Tribunals Service and by the Crown Prosecution Service about best practice in 
the conduct of applications to the Court of Appeal. 
 
Representations about driving disqualification or endorsement 
Rule 29.1 (Road traffic penalties; Representations about obligatory disqualification or 
endorsement) is added to provide for the representations that a defendant driver may wish to 
make when facing obligatory disqualification from driving, or the obligatory endorsement of 
his or her driving record, in the circumstances for which the Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988 
provides. 
 
Under the 1988 Act, conviction for some offences, or conviction for an offence where the 
defendant driver has committed road traffic offences before, can require the court to 
disqualify the defendant, or endorse his or her driving record, unless there applies one of the 
special reasons or mitigating circumstances for which the Act provides. It was reported to the 
Rule Committee that courts’ practice in dealing with such cases differed, and that it would be 
helpful for a rule to prescribe a procedure which would ensure that each defendant had the 
same fair opportunity to explain whether he or she thought there were any such special 
reasons or mitigating circumstances in his or her case. The Rule Committee agreed to make 
this new rule. 
 
European protection orders 
The European Union Directive to which the Criminal Justice (European Protection Order) 
Regulations 2014 give effect in England and Wales allows a European Union member State 
to enforce a prohibition or restriction imposed in another such State on one person for the 
benefit of another. New rules 31.9 (European protection order to be given effect in another 
EU member State) and 31.10 (Giving effect to a European protection order made in another 
EU member State) supply the necessary procedure for the criminal courts, and there are 
consequential amendments to rule 31.1 (Behaviour orders; When this Part applies) and rule 
31.2 (Behaviour orders: general rules). 
 
Confiscation and related proceedings 
The rules in Part 33 (Confiscation and related proceedings) reproduce the rules in Parts 56, 
57, 58, 59, 60 and 61 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014. They include a new rule 33.14 
(Application for compliance order), and amendments to rule 33.13 (Statements in connection 
with confiscation orders) and to rule 33.70 (Application to punish for contempt of court), 
which supplement provisions made by the Serious Crime Act 2015 about shared interest 
property determinations and about compliance orders. The rules include also amendments to 
rules 33.15 to 33.19, which are about confiscation orders, to accommodate provisions made 
by the Modern Slavery Act 2015 about slavery and trafficking reparation orders. Rule 48.9 
(Contempt of court; Initial procedure on failure to comply with court order, etc.) is amended, 
too, in consequence of the introduction of compliance orders. 
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Confiscation and related proceedings: appeal to the Court of Appeal 
The rules in Part 42 (Appeal to the Court of Appeal in confiscation and related proceedings) 
reproduce the rules in Parts 71, 72 and 73 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014. They 
include amendments to rules 42.11, 42.14, 42.15, 42.16, 42.17, 42.18, 42.19 and 42.20 to 
supplement the rights of appeal, against shared interest property determinations and against 
compliance orders, which are created by the Serious Crime Act 2015. 
 
Representatives 
The rules in Part 46 (Representatives) substantially reproduce, as rule 46.1 (Functions of 
representatives and supporters), what was rule 2.4 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014, 
and include new rules about (i) giving notice of the appointment of a legal representative, and 
(ii) applying to the court to change the legal representative assigned under a legal aid order. 
 
It was reported to the Rule Committee that changes in the availability of legal aid have made 
private representation, changes in private representation and applications to change legal aid 
representation more common than before. Until now, the Criminal Procedure Rules have 
contained no rules about these subjects because no such rules were thought necessary. 
Given current circumstances, the Committee agreed that now there should be such rules. 
 
Overseas forfeiture, restraint and confiscation orders 
New rule 49.11 (Overseas forfeiture orders), new rule 49.12 (Overseas restraint orders) and 
new rule 49.13 (Overseas confiscation orders) are added to Part 49 (International co-
operation). Under the European Union Framework Decisions to which the Criminal Justice 
(International Co-operation) Act 1990 (Enforcement of Overseas Forfeiture Orders) Order 
2005 and regulations 8 to 10 and 13 to 15 of the Criminal Justice and Data Protection 
(Protocol No. 36) Regulations 2014 give effect in England and Wales, a European Union 
member State can be asked to assist a court or other authority in another such State which is 
engaged in the forfeiture of property involved in a crime, or in the restraint or confiscation of 
the proceeds of crime. The new rules govern the procedure on applications to the Crown 
Court made under the 2005 Order or under the 2014 Regulations. 
 
Other changes made by the new Rules 
The Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 include these other changes: 

 rule 2.2 (Definitions) now includes definitions of ‘advocate’ and ‘legal representative’ 
because the new rules in Part 4 (Service of documents) and Part 46 (Representatives) 
now use both those expressions and distinguish between their functions. 

 the note to rule 6.1 (Reporting, etc. restrictions; When this Part applies) omits 
references to statutory reporting restrictions that no longer apply in criminal 
proceedings, and includes references to new statutory reporting restrictions, including 
those mentioned above. 

 rules 9.9 and 9.13 (Adult defendant: guilty plea; Young defendant) are amended to 
make it clear that the effect of a defendant indicating a guilty plea, where those rules 
apply, will be the same as the defendant pleading guilty at a trial in a magistrates’ 
court. 

 rule 15.2 (Prosecution disclosure) and the associated notes include references to the 
new disclosure Code of Practice under the Criminal Procedure and Investigations Act 
1996 (Code of Practice) Order 2015, S.I. 2015/861, which provides for the timing of 
prosecution disclosure of unused material in magistrates’ courts. 

 rules 18.23 and 18.26 (Measures to assist a witness or defendant to give evidence: 
Live link directions) are amended to allow a court on its own initiative to receive 
evidence from a witness using a live link (a CCTV connection between the court room 
and the witness) where there is no objection or where the defendant is absent. 

 rules 28.1 and 28.5 (Reasons for not following usual sentencing requirements; 
Application to vary or discharge a compensation, etc. order) allow for the new statutory 
slavery and trafficking reparation orders mentioned above. 

 rule 30.5 (Application to reduce a fine, vary payment terms or remit a courts charge) 
now provides for an application to remit the new statutory criminal courts charge. 
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 rule 31.1 (Behaviour orders; When this Part applies) and the note to the rule now omit 
references to orders that no longer apply and include references to new types of 
behaviour order, including those mentioned above. 

 rule 34.1 (Appeal to the Crown Court; When this Part applies) now omits references to 
orders that no longer apply. 

 the notes to rules 47.1 and 47.15 (Investigation orders and warrants; When this Part 
applies; Content of application for a production order) are amended in consequence of 
statutory amendments that allow a Crown Court judge to make a production order in 
relation to a detained cash investigation under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. 

 to meet requirements of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Statutory Instruments, 
the word ‘will’ is replaced with the words ‘must’ or ‘may’, as appropriate, in rules 
42.14(1), 42.19(2) and 42.20(2), (3). 

 the following rules, and notes to rules (‘n’), are amended (i) to bring up to date the 
cross-references they contain, both generally and in consequence of the re-
arrangement of the Rules, and (ii) to align their expression with corresponding rules 
and notes: 3.1(n), 3.5(n), 3.9(n), 3.13(n), 3.21(n), 3.24, Part 3 end note, 4.3, 4.4, 4.4(n), 
4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 5.5, 5.6, 5.8(n), 6.1(n), 6.2(n), 6.5, 6.10, 7.1(n), 7.2(n), 7.4(n), 9.1, 9.2, 
9.2(n), 9.5, 9.6, 9.7(n), 9.8(n), 9.9, 9.11, 9.12, 9.13, 9.13(n), 10.1(n), 11.2, 11.4, 
11.4(n), 11.5(n), 11.6, 11.6(n), 11.8, 11.9, 11.10, 11.11, 12.1(n), Part 13 introductory 
note, 14.6, 14.7, 14.8, 14.9, 14.9(n), 15.8, 15.9, 17.1, 17.2(n), 17.3, 17.4, 17.5, 17.7, 
18.3(n), 18.18, Part 18 end note, 19.3, 19.4, 19.4(n), 19.8, 20.2(n), 20.3, 20.4, 21.2, 
21.2(n), 21.3(n), 21.4(n), 22.5, 22.6, 22.6(n), 24.1, 24.1(n), 24.2, 24.2(n), 24.3, 24.4(n), 
24.5, 24.5(n), 24.8, 24.9, 24.9(n), 24.11, 24.11(n), 24.12, 24.13, 24.13(n), 24.14, 24.15, 
24.16, 24.17, 24.18, 24.18(n), 25.1(n), 25.2(n), 25.4, 25.6(n), 25.9(n), 25.10, 25.11(n), 
25.12, 25.12(n), 25.14, 25.14(n), 25.15, 25.16, 25.16(n), 25.17, 25.18, 26.1(n), Part 28 
introductory note, 28.1(n), 28.4, 28.4(n), 28.6(n), 28.8(n), Part 29 introductory note, 
29.2, 29.2(n), 30.1, 31.2, 31.2(n), 31.3, 31.3(n), 31.4(n), 31.5(n), 31.6(n), 32.4, 33.1, 
33.2, 33.3, 33.4, 33.5, 33.6, 33.7, 33.9, 33.11, 33.12, 33.15, 33.16, 33.17, 33.18, 33.19, 
33.20, 33.22, 33.23, 33.24,33.26, 33.27, 33.30, 33.31, 33.32, 33.33, 33.38, 33.46, 
33.48, 33.49, 33.50, 33.51, 33.52, 33.54, 33.56, 33.57, 33.58, 33.59, 33.61, 33.64, 
33.65, 33.67, 33.68, 33.69, 33.70, 34.2(n), 34.4, 34.7, 34.8(n), 34.9(n), 35.2(n), 35.5(n), 
36.1, 36.1(n), 36.3(n), 36.5(n), 36.6(n), 36.7, 36.8, 36.8(n), 36.10(n), 37.1(n), 37.7, 
37.8(n), 38.1(n), 38.2(n), 38.3(n), 38.4(n), 38.5(n), 38.6(n), 38.8, 38.8(n), 38.10, 
38.11(n), 39.1(n), 39.2(n), 39.4(n), 39.5, 39.7, 39.7(n), 39.8(n), 39.9, 39.11(n), 40.1(n), 
40.7, 40.9(n), 41.1(n), 41.7(n), 42.1, 42.2, 42.3, 42.4, 42.5, 42.6, 42.7, 42.8, 42.9, 
42.10, 42.11, 42.12, 42.13, 42.14, 42.15, 42.16, 42.17, 42.18, 42.19, 42.20, 43,1, 
43.1(n), 43.2(n), 43.4, 45.1, 45.1(n), 45.2, 45.2(n), 45.3, 45.4(n), 45.5(n), 45.6, 45.6(n), 
45.7, 45.7(n), 45.8(n), 45.9, 45.9(n), 45.10(n), 45.11, 45.12, 45.13, 47.1, 47.1(n), 47.6, 
47.6(n), 47.7, 47.8, 47.9, 47.10, 47.11, 47.12, 47.13, 47.14, 47.14(n), 47.15, 47.17, 
47.18, 47.19, 47.20, 47.21, 47.22, 47.27(n), 47.32, Part 47 Section 8 introductory note, 
47.34, 47.35(n), 47.36, 48.1, 48.1(n), 48.2, 48.3, 48.4, 48.5(n), 48.6, 48.8, 48.9, 
48.9(n), 48.10, 48.11, 48.12, 48.13, 48.16, 48.17, 49.5(n), 49.7(n), 49.8(n), 50.1, 
50.3(n), 50.5(n), 50.6, 50.6(n), 50.7, 50.9, 50.9(n), 50.11, 50.12, 50.13, 50.13(n), 50.14, 
50.17, 50.17(n), 50.18, 50.20, 50.21, 50.21(n), 50.22(n), 50.23(n), 50.24, 50.24(n) and 
50.29. 

 the glossary omits expressions that no longer appear in the Rules. 
 
 
 
Criminal Procedure Rule Committee secretariat 
20 July 2015 
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How the 2015 Rules correspond with the 2014 Rules: 

destination and derivation tables 
 
The Parts of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 correspond with the Parts of the Criminal 
Procedure Rules 2014 as follows: 
 

Destinations Derivations 
2014 Rules 2015 Rules   2015 Rules 2014 Rules 

1 1   1 1 
2 2 and 46   2 2 
3 3   3 3 
4 4   4 4 
5 5   5 5 
6 47   6 16 
7 7   7 7 
8 12   8 10 
9 9   9 9 

10 8   10 14 
12 11   11 12 
14 10   12 8 
16 6   13 18 
17 50   14 19 
18 13   15 22 
19 14   16 27 
22 15   17 28 
27 16   18 29 
28 17   19 33 
29 18   20 34 
31 (23)   21 35 
32 49   22 36 
33 19   23 (31) 
34 20   24 37 
35 21   25 38 
36 22   26 39 
37 24   27 (40 and 41) 
38 25   28 42 
39 26   29 55 
40 (27)   30 52 
41 (27)   31 50 
42 28   32 44 
44 32   33 56, 57, 58, 59, 60 

and 61 
50 31   34 63 
52 30   35 64 
55 29   36 65 
56 33   37 66 
57 33   38 67 
58 33   39 68 
59 33   40 69 
60 33   41 70 
61 33   42 71, 72 and 73 
62 48   43 74 
63 34   44 75 
64 35   45 76 
65 36   46 Rule 2.4 
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Destinations Derivations 
2014 Rules 2015 Rules   2015 Rules 2014 Rules 

66 37   47 6 
67 38   48 62 
68 39   49 32 
69 40   50 17 
70 41     
71 42     
72 42     
73 42     
74 43     
75 44     
76 45     

(Parts 11, 13, 15, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 51, 53, and 54 of the 
Criminal Procedure Rules 2014 contained no rules.) 
 
Part 31 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014 (Restriction on cross-examination by a 
defendant acting in person) is omitted, but the rules it contained are replaced by the rules in 
Part 23 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 (Restriction on cross-examination by a 
defendant). 
 
Parts 40 and 41 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014 (Tainted acquittals; Retrial following 
acquittal for serious offence) are omitted, but the rules they contained are replaced by the 
rules in Part 27 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 (Retrial after acquittal). 
 
Rule 2.4 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014 (Representatives) is reproduced as rule 46.1 
of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 (Functions of representatives and supporters). 
 
Corresponding rules within corresponding Parts retain their numbers within those Parts, so 
that, for example, rule 29.10 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014 (Content of application for 
a special measures direction) becomes rule 18.10 of these Rules. 
 
The rules in Part 33 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 (Confiscation and related 
proceedings) correspond with the rules in Parts 56, 57, 58, 59, 60 and 61 of the Criminal 
Procedure Rules 2014 from which they derive as follows: 
 

2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 
56.1 33.64 57.14 33.12 59.4 33.54 61.5 33.36 
56.2 33.65 58.1 33.13 59.5 33.55 61.6 33.37 
56.3 33.66 58.2 33.14 59.6 33.70 61.7 33.38 
56.4 33.67 58.3 33.15 59.7 33.28 61.8 33.39 
56.5 33.68 58.4 33.16 59.8 33.29 61.9 33.40 
56.6 33.69 58.5 33.17 59.9 33.30 61.10 33.41 
57.1 33.1 58.6 33.18 59.10 33.31 61.11 33.42 
57.2 33.2 58.7 33.19 60.1 33.56 61.12 33.43 
57.3 33.3 58.8 33.20 60.2 33.57 61.13 33.44 
57.4 33.4 58.9 33.21 60.3 33.58 61.14 33.45 
57.5 33.5 58.10 33.22 60.4 33.59 61.15 33.46 
57.6 33.6 58.11 33.23 60.5 33.60 61.16 – 
57.7 33.7 58.12 33.24 60.6 33.61 61.17 – 
57.8 33.8 58.13 33.25 60.7 33.62 61.18 – 
57.9 – 58.14 33.26 60.8 33.63 61.19 33.47 

57.10 – 58.15 33.27 61.1 33.32 61.20 33.48 
57.11 33.9 59.1 33.51 61.2 33.33 61.21 33.49 
57.12 33.10 59.2 33.52 61.3 33.34 61.22 33.50 
57.13 33.11 59.3 33.53 61.4 33.35   
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Rules 57.9 and 57.10 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014, which concerned expert 
evidence in confiscation and related proceedings, are omitted. Those rules are superseded 
by the rules in Part 19 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 (Expert evidence). Rules 61.16, 
61.17 and 61.18 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2014, which concerned appointment and 
change of solicitor in restraint and receivership proceedings, are omitted. Those rules are 
superseded by the rules in Part 46 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 (Representatives). 
 
The rules in Part 42 of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 (Appeal to the Court of Appeal in 
confiscation and related proceedings) correspond with the rules in Parts 71, 72 and 73 of the 
Criminal Procedure Rules 2014 from which they derive as follows: 
 

2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 
71.1 42.1 71.6 42.6 72.1 42.11 73.3 42.16 
71.2 42.2 71.7 42.7 72.2 42.12 73.4 42.17 
71.3 42.3 71.8 42.8 72.3 42.13 73.5 42.18 
71.4 42.4 71.9 42.9 73.1 42.14 73.6 42.19 
71.5 42.5 71.10 42.10 73.2 42.15 73.7 42.20 

 
 


